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I. CEASE-FIRE HOLDING. 
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A. THE SYRIAN/RIGHTIST CEASE-FIRE AGREED UPON AUGUST 9 IS 
GENERALLY HOLDING. DESPITE THE SHELLING ON THE NIGHT OF AUGUST 

II, THERE WAS LITTLE SHOOTING ON AUGUST 12 AND 13. 

B. CHRISTIAN MILITIAS HAVE REDUCED THEIR VISIBLE PRESENCE IN 
ASHRAFIYAH, AND THE SYRIANS HAVE EVACUATED THEIR POSITIONS IN 
THE EASTERN PART OF ASHRAFIYAH, INCLUDING TWO NEAR THE NLP PARTY 
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HEADQUARTERS AND ONE NEAR THE HOUSE OE NLP PRESIDENT CAMILLE 
CHAMOUN. THE SYRIANS STILL MAINTAIN POSITIONS ON THE QARANTINA 
BRIDGE, AS WELL AS IN THE WESTERN PART OP ASHRAPIYAH, INCLUDING 
RIZK TOWER. 

2. VIOLENT EXPLOSION IN PAKHANI. 

A HUGH EXPLOSION DESTROYED A NINE-STORY BUILDING IN FAKHANI STREET 
IN WEST BEIRUT AUGUST 13. THE PRO-IRAQI PALESTINIAN LIBERATION 
PRONT (PLF) OCCUPIED THREE STORIES IN THE DEMOLISHED BUILDING 
AND FATAH TWO STORIES. ACCORDING TO LEPTIST AS-SAPIR, 96 PEOPLE 
WERE KILLED AND MANY MORE WOUNDED. PLP LEADER ABU AL ABBAS, IN 
AN INTERVIEW WITH AP, INDICATED THAT AHMAD JABRIL'S PRO-SYRIAN 
PFLP/GC WAS RESPONSIBLE POR THE EXPLOSION, AND THAT THE LATTER 
"WANTED TO ASSASSINATE ME AND THE MOVEMENT". THE PLO HAS PORMED 
A "TECHNICAL COMMITTEE" TO INVESTIGATE THE CAUSE OF THE BLAST. 

3. HOSS LEAVES POR LATAKIA. 

A. PRIME MINISTER SALIM AL-HOSS LEFT FOR LATAKIA ON AUGUST 14 
TO MEET WITH SYRIAN PRESIDENT HAFIZ AL-ASSAD. ACCORDING TO LOCAL 
PRESS, HOSS WILL DISCUSS: 

-A SECURITY PLAN POR BEIRUT; 

-THE LEBANESE ARMY BATTALION HALTED AT KAWKABA; 

-RENEWAL OF THE ADF MANDATE. 
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B. ACCORDING TO PRO-SYRIAN ASH-SHARQ, HOSS WILL RAISE THE QUES- 
TION OP CALLING A UN SECURITY COUNCIL MEETING TO DISCUSS SOUTH 
LEBANON, AS WELL AS THE AMERICAN ATTITUDE ON THE MATTER. 

4. COMMENTS BY THE CHAMOUNS. 

A. NLP LEADER CAMILLE CHAMOUN TOLD REPORTERS ON AUGUST 13 THAT 
HE IS OPPOSED TO RENEWAL OP THE MANDATE OP THE ARAB DETERRENT 
PORCES (ADF). HE PUBLICLY URGED PRIME MINISTER AL HOSS TO TELL 
SYRIAN LEADERS THAT THE GOL WOULD NOT RENEW THE MANDATE WHEN IT 
EXPIRES ON OCTOBER 27. CHAMOUN SAID THERE WOULD BE NO COMPRO- 
MISE ON THE MATTER. 

B. IN A SIMILAR TONE, DORY CHAMOUN, SECRETARY GENERAL OP THE 
NLP, DERIDED THE "SO-CALLED SECURITY PLAN" THAT HAS GONE INTO 
EPPECT IN EAST BEIRUT. HE SAID IT WAS MERELY AN ATTEMPT TO 
"COVER UP" THE RENEWAL OP THE MANDATE OP THE SYRIAN TROOPS HERE. 
HE CALLED FOR A GENERAL STRIKE "IN WHICH LEBANESE WILL EXPRESS 
THEIR TRUE SENTIMENTS." 

C. TAKING A DISTINCTLY DIPPERENT TACT, NLP MILITARY COMMANDER 
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DANY CHAMOUN, IN A LENGTHY INTERVIEW CARRIED BY AN NAHAR ON AUGUST 
14, SAID THAT RENEWAL OE THE ADF'S MANDATE WAS INEVITABLE. HE 
SAID, HOWEVER, THAT THE NUMBER OF SYRIAN TROOPS IN LEBANON HAD TO 
BE REDUCED TO ABOUT ONE-FOURTH THEIR PRESENT SIZE. (THEY NOW TOTAL 
ABOUT 30,000). DANY ALSO EXPRESSED A GREAT DEAL OF HOPE IN THE 
NEW SECURITY ARRANGEMENTS FOR EAST BEIRUT. "WE DO NOT WANT TO 
FIGHT AND THE SECURITY MEASURES ARE SERIOUS." HE ADDED THAT 
CAMILLE CHAMOUN HAD AGREED TO THE MEASURES. 

DECONTROL 10/14/78. 

PARKER 
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